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Hemmed In: Embroidery and Needlework from MK and Beyond presents work from the 1930s to the present by over fifty practitioners, organised with MK Embroiderers Guild and Jamie Chalmers, otherwise known as Mr X Stitch.  Ranging from the local to the international, the exhibits include needlework through unusual media, techniques and unexpected subject matter, including street art, rock music and internet spam. The exhibition at MK Gallery runs from 7 December 2012 – 6 January 2013, and admission is free.
MK Embroiderers Guild (MKEG) is Milton Keynes’ local branch of the nation’s leading craft organisation.  For the exhibition, the MKEG have challenged their members to represent ‘Milton Keynes in an eight-inch square’, to create small, needle and thread portraits of their favourite places in the city.  The results constitute a real celebration of the city in stitch.  In addition to work by the members, the exhibition includes a number of rare and significant pieces on loan from national collections, including such luminaries from the embroidery world as Rebecca Crompton, Rachael Thompson, Julia Caprara and Beryl Dean.  
In contrast, the work selected by Jamie Chalmers, an active leader in the “new embroidery movement” is far from “Hemmed In”, either in scale, media or content.  Chalmers aims to bring the world of cross-stitch and embroidery to a new audience and to restore embroidery to the heart of the art world.  The works on view at MK Gallery will offer an expanded, radical and alternative view of contemporary embroidery from stitchers across the world, and demonstrates the unusual directions it is taking internationally.  It will include an embroidered car door from Severija Inčirauskaité-Kriaunevičiené from Lithuania, Erin M. Riley’s Shotgun tapestries and Tilleke Schwartz’s hand embroidered masterpieces.  
Although contemporary artists today work across a wide range of genres from video to textiles and photography to sculpture as exemplified by artists such as Grayson Perry and Tracey Emin, the exhibition charts the evolution, throughout the twentieth century, of embroidery from domestic decoration to high art.

The exhibition has been devised by Cheryl Montgomery of the Milton Keynes Embroiderers Guild and Jamie Chalmers (Mr X Stitch), and is complemented by a range of events, including two Mini Makers drop-in workshop sessions for children ages 4 plus: Saturday 8 December: MK Embroiderer’s Guild and Saturday 15 December: Jamie Chalmers.
Notes to Editors

MK Embroiderers Guild   

Established in 1998 the MK Embroiderer’s Guild currently comprises 40 members who meet  monthly for activities and talks by a wide range of artists and creators. Membership is available to anyone interested in textiles and stitch. The Christmas meeting in December, hosted at MK Gallery, will be open to the public, and takes the form of a show and tell event, with members bringing along items to discuss. Everyone welcome – check the Events section of MK Gallery’s website from mid November for details. National Embroiderers Guild / Milton Keynes Embroiderers Guild.
Jamie Chalmers – Mr X Stitch
Jamie Chalmers is both a cross-stitch practitioner and an active leader in the online stitch community, and what he has dubbed the “new embroidery movement”.  His Spam Stitch series immortalises titles from spam emails, converting throwaway phrases into permanent pieces of embroidered art.  Selected examples of his work were included in MK Gallery’s exhibition New Art MK: Eight artists from Milton Keynes, in summer 2012.  He is the author of the publication PUSH Stitchery, a contemporary exploration of embroidery, needlecraft, quilting and textile arts that transforms the way people think about these traditional mediums.  And as a ‘fibre arts’ blogger and curator he presents a steady stream of contemporary indie stitch artists who push the limits in their mediums; from tattoo-inspired stumpwork (3D embroidery), to pinup cross-stitch and embroidered metal.  
Exhibitors selected by Jamie Chalmers
Jean Bennett (UK); Diem Chau, (United States); Spike Dennis (UK); Ann Duggan; Marloes Duyker (Netherlands); Luke Haynes (United States); Cate Hursthouse; Rosie James (UK); Rachel Rose; Tilleke Schwarz (Netherlands); Barbara Randall; Kathryn Shinko; Allison Tunis (Canada); Hagar Vardimon (based The Netherlands); Ben Venom (United States); Jessica Wohl (United States).
Exhibitors selected by MK Embroiderers Guild
Work by around twenty-five MKEG members will be included, plus further loans of works from artists and tutors associated with the Embroiderers Guild, including: Valerie Aitken, Jan Beaney and Jean Littlejohn, Jamie Chalmers, Janet Edmonds, Isobel Hall, Angie Hughes, Sally Hutson, Sandra Meech, Linda Miller, Madeleine Millington, Jennie Rayment, Kathy Laurel Sage and Mary Sleigh. Work by Richard Box, Julia Caprara, Rebecca Crompton, Jean Draper, Suzanna Hope, Alice Kettle, Clyde Oliver, Dionne Swift and  Elizabeth G Thomson will be on loan from the national Embroiderers Guild Collection.
MK Gallery
900 Midsummer Boulevard, Central Milton Keynes, MK9 3QA.   Located in central Milton Keynes, MK Gallery is one of the UK’s leading public galleries, presenting a programme of international contemporary visual art together with a diverse programme of events.  

Admission free. Open Tuesday–Friday 12–8pm, Saturday 11am–8pm, Sunday 11am–5pm. 
www.mkgallery.org
MK Gallery Supporters

MK Gallery is supported using public funding by Arts Council England and MK Council.
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Further information

For press interviews, information or images please contact: Katharine Sorensen, Communications Director, MK Gallery T: +44 (0)1908 558318 / E: ksorensen@mkgallery.org

 Ends. Date of issue:  19 October 2012
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